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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SIMPSON). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
November 19, 2015. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable MICHAEL K. 
SIMPSON to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

On this final day of session before our 
Nation celebrates Thanksgiving, we 
give You thanks for all the blessings 
we enjoy. 

The problems facing the Nation, the 
concerns of its citizens will not be set-
tled with simplistic solutions. The 
light of truth is sought in every corner 
of darkness, yet we stand humbly be-
fore You, admitting our limitations. 

Lord, give the Members of the peo-
ple’s House the ability to listen in-
tently to differing opinions and re-
spond creatively. May their faith in 
You be strong enough to stretch every 
self-interest to the broader vision of 
the common good, expecting Your 
intervention in ordered routine, and 
Your radical twist to basic intent. 

Thus may all seek Your wisdom to 
guide this government and this Nation 
now and forever. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I 
demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
LANCE) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. LANCE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to five requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

SAFETY OF AMERICAN FAMILIES 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, the first value of Amer-
ican leadership is the safety and secu-
rity of our citizens. 

While it is important to support 
those fleeing conflicts across the globe, 
the CIA Director’s recent statements 
on the distinct possibility of additional 
attacks and the national security im-
plications surrounding Syrian refugees 
at this point are too great to ignore. 

The FBI has also indicated that it is 
next to impossible to appropriately 
screen refugees. For this reason, I have 
called upon the President to place a 
hold on admitting refugees into the 
country. 

Additionally, I have joined with 
members of the Pennsylvania congres-
sional delegation in requesting that 
Governor Tom Wolf also place a mora-
torium on accepting refugees into the 
Commonwealth. 

The House today will consider legis-
lation that suspends refugee admis-
sions until we assure that adequate 
screening security for threats is in 
place. 

We must not take any chances that 
could put our country at risk. This is 
the first in many steps that will pro-
vide Americans security, while also 
supporting our long-term humani-
tarian tradition in this country. 

I encourage my colleagues to support 
the SAFE Act that will be on the floor 
later this morning. 

f 

JAPANESE INTERNMENT AND 
REFUGEES 

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, 70 years 
ago my parents and grandparents were 
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